Dear Friend, 

Thank you for your interest in Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia! 

I have included some items to help you learn a little bit more about our organization and volunteering with us. Enclosed, you will find a Construction Update Newsletter, an Affiliate Overview Sheet, information about our Small Steps program, and a Waiver/Release form. Please bring the signed Waiver/Release form with you on your workday. 

Habitat Philadelphia has volunteer opportunities on the construction sites, in our office, and on our Board committees. Construction volunteers are primarily scheduled Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM, rain or shine. We are currently working at four sites: Germantown, North Central, West and South Philadelphia. Directions can be found on our website or will be provided to you prior to your workday.  We do not work on holiday weekends. 

You do not have to possess any construction skills to work with us. Our site supervisors or one of our volunteer crew leaders can demonstrate what you will be doing. 

Volunteers are expected to: 

· Call ahead to schedule a volunteer date. 

· Arrive on time and work the entire day. 

· Dress appropriately for construction and the weather—our houses are not heated in the winter! 

· Wear closed-toe, sturdy shoes—preferably steel toe boots. No sandals, please!
· Bring a lunch. 

· Adhere to safety guidelines that will be described at the beginning of your workday—if you have any specific safety concerns, please contact us prior to your workday.
· Help clean up at the end of the day. 

While we appreciate your willingness to donate your time and energy to Habitat, building our Habitat homes also requires money. Donations are not required, but we do encourage volunteers to give when they can. A suggested donation to cover the cost of materials you will use on the day you volunteer is $25 a person. You will receive a free t-shirt with a donation of $50 or more.

After you’ve read through this information, if you would like to schedule a volunteer date for yourself or for a group, please call ahead so we can make the best use of your donated time. Don’t wait to hear from us!  Volunteers must be at least 16 years old.   NO EXCEPTIONS!! If you have questions, please call or email our office at the number and address above. Thanks again for your interest!

Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia Affiliate Overview
Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia is a non–profit homebuilder working to revitalize communities in North Philadelphia, West Philadelphia, South Philadelphia and Germantown. We are an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, which is the largest non–profit homebuilder worldwide. We build simple, decent, affordable homes with people who need them. 

Our mission is based on the belief that a stable community begins with home ownership. Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia seeks to build and rehabilitate houses and neighborhoods by providing simple, affordable homes for families who otherwise could not afford homes of their own. Reaching out from Christian roots across denominational, faith, economic and racial lines, Habitat works in partnership with prospective homeowners and community organizations. We strive to keep the cost of houses low by making the fullest possible use of volunteer labor and donated materials.
Our homeowners earn their homes by paying a reasonable monthly mortgage (at ZERO interest), and by contributing at least 350 hours of "sweat equity." These work hours can be divided among the family members, and include hours that are dedicated to helping build another house in the community. Our services offer a hand up, not a hand-out.

Our volunteers come with and without construction experience, and represent all walks of life committed to aiding, in any way possible, Philadelphia’s struggling neighborhoods. Since 1984, we have relied on the generosity of businesses, congregations, schools, and individuals to help over 100 low–income families become homeowners. 

The Problem…Over the past four decades, the Philadelphia metropolitan area has suffered dramatic depopulation. Since 1990, the trend became worse as an estimated 9% of city residents moved out. As an immediate consequence, thousands of properties have been abandoned by their owners. Much of this land now sits vacant and unused. 

Our homeownership program is unique, serving families earning close to the minimum wage, requiring their direct participation and charging them no interest.

Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia has made it our mission to utilize this once precious urban space toward restoring the dignity and livelihood of our urban community. By building safe, decent homes with low-income families that they will own, we are fulfilling a crucial role in the rehabilitation of city life. 

While the city has its woes, we feel that it will not– and most definitely should not– go away. Our hope is to work with community members in disinvested neighborhoods to make it a better place.

First, a reminder of our in our volunteer scheduling policies. We are scheduling volunteers and volunteer groups by house, not just by date.  That way we know exactly what needs to be done on a house and how many people are needed for the tasks at hand.  Scheduling only by date is dangerous because of the inevitable issues with weather, permits, inspections, etc.  Therefore, we will schedule only up to three months in advance.  As always, our top priority in scheduling goes to our partner families and house sponsors.  Volunteer dates are available after that on a first come, first serve basis.  
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Small Steps is a program that is based on the idea that 

every little bit helps us achieve our goals here at Habitat 

For Humanity . With Small Steps, Habitat is asking volu

n-

teers to donate specific items when they come out to vo

l-

u

n

teer. These items rotate on a month

-

to

-

month basis. 

While the items may seem small, they are very important. 

Each donation saves

 Habitat money and allows us to put 

those savings into building more Habitat houses. Please 

consider supporting us this way each

 time you come out to 

Habitat. We appreciate your generous support.  

 

__________________________________________________________

____

 

*If you will not be volunteering during a certain month, but  would still like to 

donate a particular item please feel free

 to bring your donation to the office.  If 

you have questions please contact Jamie Herenda at (215) 765

–

 6000 ext. 10

 

Remember 

Every Small 

Step Helps
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Trash bags (33 gallon)
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Office Supplies (copy paper, folders, pens, paper clips)

 

March

 

 

          

 

          

Trash bags (33 gall
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Paper products (napkins, toilet paper, towels, plates)
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Plastic silverware, coffe

e filters, cups, coffee accessories
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Office supplies (paper, folders, pens, paper clips)
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Paper products (napkins

, toilet paper, plates, cups)
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Trash bags (33 gallon)
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Office Supplies (paper, folders, pens, staples, etc.)
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Plastic silverware, coffee filters, cups, coffee accessories)

 

December

 

     

 

          

Paper products (napkins, toilet paper, towels, 

plates)

 

 

 

Building Houses One Step at a Time

 


ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND RELEASE LIABILITY AGREEMENT

This release and Assumption of Risk agreement, executed this the_____ day of, ______ 20

By I 



, the Volunteer (or minor child), and the parent having legal custody and/or legal guardian of the Volunteer (the Guardian)__ ____________________________, in favor of Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia, a non-profit corporation (Habitat), it’s directors, officers, employees, and agents.

The Volunteer and Guardian desire that the Volunteer participate in Habitat’s home building program, and the activities related to the work.  The Volunteer and Guardian understand that the activities may include constructing and rehabilitating residential building, being transported to and from work camp locations, and consuming food and living in accommodations donated for the home building program.

The Volunteer and Guardian do hereby freely, voluntarily, and without duress execute this Release under the following terms:

Waiver and Release: Volunteer and Guardian do hereby release and forever discharge and hold harmless Habitat and it’s successors and assigns from any and all liability, claims, and demands of whatever kind of nature, either in Law or in equity, which arise or many hereafter arise from Volunteer’s participation in Habitat’s home building program.  Volunteer and Guardian do hereby understand that this Release discharges Habitat from any liability, claim that the Volunteer or Guardian may have against Habitat with respect to any bodily injury, personal injury, illness, death, or property damage that may result from Volunteer’s participation in Habitat’s home building program.  Volunteer and Guardian also understand that Habitat does not assume any responsibility for or obligation to provide financial assistance or other assistance, including but not limited to medical, health, or disability insurance.

Medical Treatment: Volunteer and Guardian do hereby release and forever discharge Habitat from any claim whatsoever which arises or may hereafter arise on account of any first aid, treatment, or service rendered in connection with the Volunteer’s participation in Habitat’s home building program or with the decision by any representative or agent of Habitat to exercise to exercise the power to consent to medical or dental treatment as such power may be granted and authorized in the Parental Authorization for Treatment of a Minor Child.

Assumption of Risk: The Volunteer and Guardian understand that the home building program may include activities that may be hazardous to the Volunteer and that the food, accommodations, and medical facilities may be donated to Habitat and beyond the control of Habitat. Volunteer and Guardian hereby expressly and specifically assume the risk of injury or harm in these activities of the Volunteer’s participation in Habitat’s home building program  

Insurance: Volunteer and Guardian understand that Habitat does not carry or maintain health, medical, or disability insurance coverage for any volunteer.  Each volunteer is expected and encouraged to arrive with medical or health insurance coverage in effect.

Photographic Release: Volunteer and Guardian do hereby grant and convey unto Habitat all right, title, and interest in any and all photographic images and video or audio recordings made by Habitat during Habitat’s home building program, including, but not limited to, any royalties, proceeds, or other benefits derived from such photographs or recordings.

Other: Volunteer and Guardian expressly agree that this Release is intended to be as broad and inclusive and permitted by the laws of the State of Pennsylvania, and that this Release shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Pennsylvania.  Volunteer and Guardian agree that in the event that any clause or provision of this Release shall be held to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such clause or provision shall not otherwise affect the remaining provisions of this Release which shall continue to be enforceable.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Volunteer and Guardian have executed this Release as of the day and year first above written. 

Volunteer Signature



Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18)

Emergency Contact 



Emergency Contact’s Phone Number

Address







City, State, Zip

Home Telephone

